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18. — The English Orphans ; or, A Home in the New World. By 
Mrs. Mary J. Holmes, Author of "Tempest and Sunshine, or 
Life in Kentucky." New York : D. Appleton & Co. 1855. 24mo. 
pp. 331. 

We have not seen Mrs. Holmes's previous novel ; but with this we 
have been charmed, and so have a pretty numerous circle of discrimi- 
nating readers to whom we have lent it. The pathetic element which 
runs through large portions of the story is highly wrought, yet stops 
short of mawkishness, and would constrain even reluctant sympathy 
so far as it goes. The comic vein is worked with equal success, and 
with equal moderation. The characterization is exquisite, especially 
so far as concerns rural and village life, of which there are some pic- 
tures that deserve to be hung up in perpetual memory of types of 
humanity fast becoming extinct through the agency of steam and 
telegraph. The dialogues are generally brief, pointed, and appropriate 
to the interlocutors. The plot embraces numerous actors and some 
diiiicult postures of circumstances, yet seems simple, so easily and 
naturally is it developed and consummated. Moreover, the story thus 
gracefully constructed and written involves without parading, and in- 
culcates without obtruding, not only pure Christian morality in general, 
but, with especial point and power, the dependence of true success on 
character, and of true respectability on merit, and the absurdity of the 
plutocratic notions which in some quarters are beginning to deform 
American society. - 



19. — Woman in the Nineteenth Century, and Kindred Papers re- 
lating to the Sphere, Condition, and Duties of Woman. By 
Margaret Fuller Ossoll Edited by her Brother, Arthur 
B. Fuller. With an Introduction, by Horace Greeley. Bos- 
ton: John P. Jewett & Co. 1855. 

No true word on the themes treated of in this volume can fail to 
awaken a deep interest. It comes to every home with its voice of 
counsel, perhaps of warning. The treatise which occupies the first 
half of the volume whose title is given above, was published by Mar- 
garet Fuller, shortly before her departure for Europe, and at that time 
was widely read and much valued by thoughtful persons, many of whom 
did not agree with its solution of one of the great problems of the age, 
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